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 “Urban Religion”  

Urban religion is a new perspective on the re-emergence and change of religion in contemporary global 

cities. Starting from this state of the art, the seminar will explore its applicability to historical religion right 

from the start of urbanisation to the modern period of urban growth. The seminar will present analytical 

concepts and models and will enable PhD students to modify and apply such tools as a methodology for 

their own research questions, periods, and sources.  

Seminar 1 will introduce basic concepts, in particular spatial theory, urbanism and urbanity, religion and 

urban religion on the basis of classical accounts and recent developments in research.  

Seminar 2 will focus on the historical entanglement of urbanisation and religious change in different regions 

and periods. It will present case studies based on the docent’s research and discuss ranges and limits of 

applicability. 

Seminar 3 will develop analytical grids for historical research on religion in urban contexts and test these 

instruments in the interpretation of sources by students. 

Seminar 4 will allow students to present research questions of particular findings of their PhD projects under 

the perspective of urban religion. A critical discussion of the range and borders of applicability and the 

relation of the approach to established historical methods will conclude the seminar series. 

 

Teaching languages will be English and Italian; while presentations will be made in English, discussion can 

be conducted bilingual.  

In didactical terms, the seminars will be characterized by preparatory reading, presentations of concepts 

and case studies by the docent, plenary discussions on the basis of texts, presentations or provocative 

hypotheses. PhD students will be working on source material and case studies in pairs or triads and will 

have the opportunity to present their own research under the perspective of the seminar. The discussion 

and presentation of the state of the art will include work by Arjun Appadurai, Henri Lefevbre, Jacques 

Lévy, Robert Orsi, Emiliano R. Urciuoli and own work. 



 


