JorgRipke ¢ professore di Religioni comparate e vice-direttore del Max-Weber-Kolleg presso ’'Universita
di Erfurt. E inoltre membro del Wissenschaftsrat (Kéln) e dell’Academia Europaea (London). Visiting professor
presso numerose universita europee e americane, ¢ membro di direzione delle riviste «Zeitschrift fiir
Religionswissenschaft», «Archiv fiir Religionsgeschichte» e «Historia Religionum». Le sue ricerche vertono
sulla storia delle religioni in eta classica e tardoantica, con particolare attenzione alle relazioni tra pratiche
religiose e autorita politiche nella Roma repubblicana e imperiale. Tra le sue pubblicazioni: Religion. Antiquity
and Its Legacy (London 2014); On Roman Religion (Ithaca 2016); Pantheon. Geschichte der antiken Religionen
(Munchen 2016); Religious Deviance in the Roman World (Cambridge 2016); Urban Religion. A Historical Approach
to Urban Growth and Religious Change (Berlin 2020); Rituals als Resonanzerfahrung (Stuttgart 2021); Roman
Historiography (Baden-Baden 2025). In italiano ha pubblicato: La religione dei Romani (Torino 2004); Tra Giove
¢ Cristo. Trasformazioni religiose nell’vmpero romano (Brescia 2013); 1/ crocevia del mato. Religione e narrazione nel mondo
antico (Bologna 2014); Superstitio. Devianza religiosa nell’Impero romano (Roma 2014); Pantheon. Una nuova storia

della religione romana (Torino 2018); Epica antica. Un’introduzione (et al., Roma 2025).

“Urban Religion”

Urban religion is a new perspective on the re-emergence and change of religion in contemporary global
cities. Starting from this state of the art, the seminar will explore its applicability to historical religion right
from the start of urbanisation to the modern period of urban growth. The seminar will present analytical
concepts and models and will enable PhD students to modify and apply such tools as a methodology for
their own research questions, periods, and sources.

Seminar 1 will introduce basic concepts, in particular spatial theory, urbanism and urbanity, religion and
urban religion on the basis of classical accounts and recent developments in research.

Seminar 2 will focus on the historical entanglement of urbanisation and religious change in different regions
and periods. It will present case studies based on the docent’s research and discuss ranges and limits of
applicability.

Seminar 3 will develop analytical grids for historical research on religion in urban contexts and test these
instruments in the interpretation of sources by students.

Seminar 4 will allow students to present research questions of particular findings of their PhD projects under
the perspective of urban religion. A critical discussion of the range and borders of applicability and the

relation of the approach to established historical methods will conclude the seminar series.

Teaching languages will be English and Italian; while presentations will be made in English, discussion can
be conducted bilingual.

In didactical terms, the seminars will be characterized by preparatory reading, presentations of concepts
and case studies by the docent, plenary discussions on the basis of texts, presentations or provocative
hypotheses. PhD students will be working on source material and case studies in pairs or triads and will
have the opportunity to present their own research under the perspective of the seminar. The discussion
and presentation of the state of the art will include work by Arjun Appadurai, Henri Lefevbre, Jacques

Lévy, Robert Orsi, Emiliano R. Urciuoli and own work.






