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[per curriculum “cristianesimo” e obbligatorio per “ebraismo” e “transdisciplinarietà”] 
  
 

Religious Learning through the Cultural Arts 
  
Visiting Professor Unimore, prof. Sharon Avni (CUNY)  
 
This session will be offered to doctoral researchers enrolled in the Dottorato di Interesse Nazionale in 
Studi Religiosi, and open to those enrolled in the international industrial PhD in Reggio Childhood 
Studies, on the premises of the Fondazione per le scienze religiose in Bologna. It aims at exposing 
doctoral students to cutting-edge research that advances our understandings of religious learning, with 
particular attention to new spaces in which adult religious learning takes place. The session will situate 
the topics in current theoretical frameworks and empirical considerations, and then focus on the tutor’s 
ongoing work in the area. It will be particularly relevant to the Department of Excellence theme of 
religious (il)literacy. 
The session will explore the cultural arts as a site of contemporary religious learning. As large-scale 
surveys show American adults increasingly “doing” religion at cultural sites, this session looks at the types 
of learning happening in these spaces. It will draw on research the tutor collected between 2020-2023 
and that will be published in a scholarly book in 2025. This session will address what it means for Jewish 
and non-Jewish adults to learn about Judaism in non-religious/secular contexts, including museums, 
online sites, and musical and theatrical performances. The session’s starting point will show the 
importance of studying religious learning outside of houses of worship or other traditional spaces, and 
will offer new models for studying religious learning in episodic and leisurely engagements with the 
cultural arts. 
 
 
Prof. Sharon Avni Bio 
 
Sharon Avni is Professor of Academic Literacy and Linguistics at BMCC at the City University of New 
York (CUNY). Her work uses ethnographic approaches to examine the discursive, ideological, historical, 
and policy perspectives of Hebrew learning and usage in formal and experiential contexts in the United 
States. She is the co-author of Hebrew Infusion: Language and Community and American Jewish 
Summer Camps, a research affiliate at the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Center for Studies in Jewish 
Education at Brandeis. She is the recipient of numerous fellowships, including the Advanced Research 
Collaborative Distinguished Fellowship/CUNY Graduate Center, Spencer Foundation Small Grant, and 
Mellon/ACLS Community College Faculty Fellowship, NEH summer stipend. She won the 
Distinguished Teaching Award at BMCC/CUNY (2018-2019). Her publications appear in a wide range 
of academic journals and edited volumes.  
 
 


