
The seminar held by Professor Radich touched on several important points regarding some of 

the issues, the methods and the changes that have taken place in the field of Buddhist Studies 

during the last three decades. He presented the latest Buddhist Database projects and resources 

for organization and translation, as well as for intertextual and intratextual research, of 

Buddhist texts (https://networks.h-net.org/node/6060/discussions/10760283/release-gui-tacl). 

He convinced us of the accuracy of using the denomination of “Computational Philology”, 

rather than the more general definition of “Digital Humanities”. 

He then addressed issues of a more classical nature like the history of texts, talking about the 

most suitable methods to adopt studying such heterogeneous materials as Buddhist texts are. 

He also gave us some insight into theories and methods related to philology and 

hermeneutics, discussing the adequacy of using classical philological methodologies to 

approach Buddhist texts that arise as oral teachings and which are only subsequently 

transcribed, often by copyists or disciples. He dealt with the problems of authors, editors and 

translators too. 

A final note was spent on new frontiers of transculturality in academic studies, showing and 

comparing its advantages and limitations. 

Michael Radich formerly taught at Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand, and is 

now Professor of Buddhist Studies at Heidelberg University. His Harvard Ph.D. (2007) was 

entitled “The Somatics of Liberation”. He is author of several important contibutions in the 

field of Buddhist Studies. He was a Humboldt Fellow in Hamburg (2015), and Shinnyo-en 

Visiting Professor of Buddhist Studies at Stanford (2019). 
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